FACT – Press release

Barras Market – 5 arrests following ‘impact policing’ in anti-piracy operation

Following years of extensive canvassing and lobbying by the Federation Against Copyright Theft, the arrest of 5 individuals (with 2 detained in custody) on Saturday 29th October is just the most recent example of the determination on display through Strathclyde Police to stamp out counterfeiting and piracy operations in the market.
Sadly for many years synonymous with the worst elements of counterfeiting and piracy, the Barras Market has consistently been the target of FACT investigators in their mission to eradicate distribution and sale of counterfeit film DVDs – for too long an extremely important revenue stream for many of the city’s criminal factions.
Perceived as low risk and known to be highly lucrative, with profits exceeding those realised by class A drug dealers, the lure of selling pirated DVDs was obvious. What is never so obvious to the purchasers of the pirated DVDs is the range of serious criminality to which the profits from this seemingly low level crime are targeted.

However, a series of extremely violent incidents amongst illegal traders in the market earlier this year was followed by attacks on Police and their vehicles during their routine operations in the market. Unfortunately for the criminals, this activity coincided with the appointment of  Chief Superintendent Kenny Scott, known for his no nonsense approach.
With evidence provided by FACT and the British Phonographic Industry (BPI) against the hard core criminals who had been orchestrating the piracy activity, an initial joint operation in August by Strathclyde Police, FACT and the BPI led to the arrest of five individuals. Following this operation, Chief Superintendent Scott instigated a strategy of ‘impact policing’  which flooded the market with around 40 police offers every Saturday and Sunday, on foot and on horseback, all supplemented by a helicopter overhead.
A mobile police office was established on the site of the initial raid, and mobile CCTV units were positioned to cover areas where piracy was most rampant.

While the heavy police presence eliminated the opportunity for spontaneous purchases of counterfeit DVDs, the culture of piracy takes longer to destroy due to the lucrative lifestyle and opportunities afforded to the criminals involved.

Continuing surveillance revealed a hard core element trying to continue business with furtive transactions.  The most significant result of this surveillance was arrests of a particularly determined consortium made on the 29th October, all of whose members were already on bail for offences involving large scale production and distribution of pirated DVDs.  They were arrested on their way to market in possession of thousands of discs.

Two men and three women aged between 16 and 52 appeared at Glasgow Sheriff Court this week.
With such a tenacious approach to surveillance and enforcement, there are  callous attempts by adult criminals to substitute children for themselves – using in one case a 13 year old boy to courier infringing films and hard core pornography. The boy in question was also arrested during the operation on 29th October, having been previously arrested in August with infringing copies of films.
Evidence of the lucrative nature of the crime but also the risks the criminals take is clear in the luxurious nature of the house which was being used as a factory for producing the counterfeit DVDs; the house is already a frozen asset pending the outcome of the original case.  The manufacturing facility had a capacity to produce between £16,000 and £20,000 worth of DVDs per day.  

Crucial to the success of these and ongoing operations is the co-operation of the prosecution services, and in particular the tenacity and dedication of Chief Superintendent Kenny Scott of Strathclyde Police, who has a clear understanding of the far reaching nature of the illicit gains made through the sale of pirated DVDs.
Commenting on the arrests, Chief Superintendent Scott, Divisional Commander for Strathclyde Police in the east end of Glasgow, said:
“The Barras market has long been recognised as one of the major centres for trade in counterfeit software, music and DVDs. While a number of successful policing operations have targeted this type of crime over recent years, with a sustained high visibility policing strategy comes far greater reassurance among law abiding members of the public, which in turn benefits the legal traders at the Barras market.
In tandem with the overt policing strategy there is a less visible but highly effective intelligence plan in place involving Police, FACT and the BPI. It is anticipated that this multi agency approach will continue to pay similar dividends over the coming months to those witnessed last Saturday.
The equal acknowledgement by the Procurator Fiscal of the seriousness of this type of crime means offenders can expect a swift journey through the criminal justice process, with the prospect of heavy penalties.”   

In congratulating Kenny Scott on behalf of the FACT member companies, Raymond Leinster, Director General of FACT commented:

“It is to the great credit of Chief Superintendent Kenny Scott that he has so visibly recognised the appalling effect counterfeit DVD crime has on an area and its citizens in so many ways. Keeping the pressure on in the Barras market will prevent the negative effects of this crime from continuing to permeate through the community.”    

ENDS

Editor’s notes

The Federation Against Copyright Theft (FACT) is a trade body established in 1984 to protect the film industry against copyright and trademark infringements in the United Kingdom.  

FACT, although not a statutory authority or public body, operates as a private company within the spirit of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1984 and 1998.

FACT’s investigative staff conduct investigations throughout the UK and assist statutory enforcement agencies to investigate and prosecute the illicit import, manufacture and distribution of film product.  FACT has been accepted as a prosecution authority in its own right.

This year’s seizure figures for optical disc (1st January – 30th September) stands at 1,589,817.

For additional information on FACT please visit the website at www.fact-uk.org.uk
Interviews

Interviews can be arranged with Raymond Leinster – please contact us on 020 8568 6646 or email: heidi@fact-uk.org.uk 

