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LEWISHAM PIRATE DVD RAID UNCOVERS
COUNTERFEIT MONEY AND FAKE DOCUMENTS

A joint operation between Lewisham Council, local police and the Federation Against Copyright Theft
(FACT) led to a successful raid on residential premises in Deptford on 8th August.

The address was under suspicion of being a distribution centre for counterfeit DVDs — the sale of which
is a serious problem in South East London.

The operation resulted in more than 3,000 counterfeit DVDs being seized, as well as large quantities of
plastic DVD cover sleeves, genuine and counterfeit money and fake National Insurance documents.

The raid also uncovered what are believed to be the first known counterfeit copies of 'The Bourne
Ultimatum', which is only released this week in UK cinemas.

Along with the haul officers also seized pornographic DVDs and a quantity of illegally imported
cigarettes.

John Pye, Principal Trading Standards Officer at Lewisham Council, said: “The operation is a great
example of joint working by the Council, the police and investigators from the Federation Against
Copyright Theft.

Counterfeiting is known to have links to organised crime and that extends beyond what officers found
here today. Counterfeit goods, and increasingly counterfeit DVDs, are on the increase and we will
continue to work with our partners to make sure that we keep our eyes and ears open to stamp out these
illegal ‘businesses’ in Lewisham.

Lewisham Council remains committed to ensuring that fair-trading is carried out in Lewisham for the
benefit of consumers and local trade and business. Consumers have a right to receive value for money
and trade and business should not be subjected to unfair competition from those operating outside the
law.”

Kieron Sharp, FACT Director General, said: “The sale of counterfeit DVDs in South East London is
part of a wider national problem. There are sophisticated organised criminal enterprises making
substantial profits from their illegal operations and we are working with the police and councils across
the UK to target them.

People should be aware that in purchasing a pirate DVD they are helping to fund criminal
organisations and are also affecting the livelihoods of local retailers and their employees.”

For consumer advice or to report suspected counterfeiting activity, visit Lewisham Council’s Trading
Standards page.

To report film piracy call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
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For more information contact:



Eddy Leviten, FACT
Tel: 020 8326 5403/ 07768 057464
Email: eddy.leviten@fact-uk.org.uk

About FACT

The Federation Against Copyright Theft is the UK’s leading trade organisation established to protect
and represent the interests of the film and broadcasting industry against copyright and trademark
infringements. Established in 1983, FACT works closely with statutory law enforcement agencies to
combat the growth of pirate DVDs, film and other forms of broadcast material including the increasing
threat from online/internet based piracy. FACT has been accepted as a prosecution authority and
engages in criminal prosecutions in its own right.

The maximum penalty for offences of film piracy is 10 years imprisonment and/or an unlimited fine.
Proceeds of Crime Act legislation now also enables confiscation of assets and goods obtained through
criminal activity.

More: http://www.fact-uk.org.uk




