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FOUR YEAR SENTENCE FOR DVD PIRATE
- ONE OF STRONGEST SENTENCES YET IN UK-

In one of the strongest ever sentences for film piracy in the UK, Zhong Li, age 35, and a Chinese
national, was sentenced to four years imprisonment last week at Southwark Crown Court. He was
recommended for deportation at the end of his sentence.

Li, who had no previous convictions, was found guilty of the following, all sentences to run
concurrently:

1. Section 10 (1) and (3) of the video recordings act 1984 - 12 months

2. Section 107 (1) (C) of the copyright, designs and patents act 1988 - four years

3. Section 92 (2)(B) and (6) of the Trade Marks Act - 12 months

4. Section 2 obscene publications act - four years.

Li was arrested by officers from Southwark Borough of the Metropolitan Police at an address in Asylum
Road, London SE15 in June 2006 following information that the premises were being used as a DVD
factory.

Approximately 30,000 pirate DVDs and their covers were seized, with approximately 40% of this being
hardcore pornographic material, as well as £2000 in cash. Ledgers relating to the sale of the DVDs were
also seized.

Kieron Sharp, FACT Director General, commented: “This result is a significant one as it shows that the
Courts are prepared to punish more severely those who aim to profit from film piracy. The strong
custodial sentence sends a very strong reminder to film pirates at every level that this is a serious crime
type being dealt with increasingly harshly.”

Notes to editors:

About FACT

The Federation Against Copyright Theft is the UK’s leading trade organisation established to protect
and represent the interests of the film and broadcasting industry against copyright and trademark
infringements. Established in 1983, FACT works closely with statutory law enforcement agencies to
combat the growth of pirate DVDs, film and other forms of broadcast material including the increasing
threat from online/internet-based piracy. FACT has been accepted as a prosecution authority and
engages in criminal prosecutions in its own right.

The maximum penalty for offences of film piracy is 10 years imprisonment and/or an unlimited fine.
Proceeds of Crime Act legislation now also enables confiscation of assets and goods obtained through
criminal activity.

www.fact-uk.org.uk

WWW.piracyisacrime.com



http://www.fact-uk.org.uk/
http://www.piracyisacrime.com/

