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MAJOR PIRATE FACTORY IN SOUTH-EAST LONDON RAIDED

Four men have been arrested in Thamesmead, south east London, following the discovery of a ‘factory’
making counterfeit DVDs worth hundreds of thousands of pounds.

It happened around 12.30 pm, Wednesday 3rd January. Two Bexley Police officers were walking down
Redbourne Road, Thamesmead, when they saw two men coming out of one of the houses.

Believing there was something suspicious about their behaviour, the officers spoke to the men and
noticed another man open the front door and then close it again quickly.

The officers called for back up; also police dogs and police helicopter attended to help search the area
as other men were seen leaving the house through the back garden. The men are being questioned at
a south London police station.

Inside the house, a town style house on three floors, officers found an estimated number of 30,000
discs, which would sell for three to five pounds on the street. The contents of the discs include recently
released films still on general release and pornographic material.

There was also equipment capable of burning over 1000 DVDs in one hour and an assortment of other
equipment for copying and packaging DVDs.

DS Nigel Tolson of Bexley CID said: “There is no doubt that this ordinary three bedroomed house in a
quiet street was being run as an illegal operation. Thanks to the sharp eyes and alertness of three
police constables, this operation has been uncovered and closed down.”

Kieron Sharp, Director General of the Federation Against Copyright Theft said: "This was a major
factory and its discovery will cause some serious disruption to piracy in the London area. Film piracy
has proven links to organised crime and the scale of this operation shows the level of investment by
criminal networks in this type of crime."

About FACT

The Federation Against Copyright Theft is the UK’s leading trade organisation established to protect
and represent the interests of the film and broadcasting industry against copyright and trademark
infringements. Established in 1983, FACT works closely with statutory law enforcement agencies to
combat the growth of pirate DVDs, film and other forms of broadcast material including the increasing
threat from online/internet-based piracy. FACT has been accepted as a prosecution authority and
engages in criminal prosecutions in its own right.

The maximum penalty for offences of film piracy is 10 years imprisonment and/or an unlimited fine.
Proceeds of Crime Act legislation now also enables confiscation of assets and goods obtained through
criminal activity.



www.fact-uk.org.uk
www.piracyisacrime.com



http://www.fact-uk.org.uk/
http://www.piracyisacrime.com/

